Our Small Part of Early California

The Spanish desire for land and protection gave our community a
place in the early exploration of California. It was Sebastian
Vizcaino who first mapped the shores of California that sixty
years later lead to the development of California and a few of
the local names we still use today.

Juan Cabrille in 1602 was instructed by the Spanish King Phillip
to explore the California coast with the almost forgotten maps
and records of Vizcaino. The purpose was to locate harbors for
Galleons that might hide from privateers like Drake. These
discoveries, like Monterey Bay, led to the need in 1769 to
revitalize this remote Spanish possession.

Spain believed that France, Russia, or England might claim
California so Gaspar de Portola was sent to colonize the area.
Two fort, Monterey and San Diego, were to be established to
counter foreign national interest. Soldiers for the land
expedition were obtained by offers of land for colonization in
the frontier territory, as well as elevation in rank. Sixty four
left in the Spring of 1763 including Indians who were servants or
interpreters, Fathers Serra and Crispi, Miguel Costanso, military
engineer and cartographer, and Dr.Pedro Prat, army surgeon.

They started from Lower California and made their way to San
Diego by July 1. The expedition lost their Indians through
desertion. Father Serra was not able to continue due to a leg
ulser. Dr. Prat stayed with Serra. Two weeks later the group left
for Monterey. They kept close to the coast, hoping to see their
supply ship that never came, It was disabled and had to turn
back to San Blas. The group had no resupply. As the expedition
proceeded, they suffered greatly because of lack of food and
water. Indians were helpful at times with some food and they told
them where to find water.

As they past through the area of Encinitas, Father Crispi‘s
journal remarked about the live cak tree on the hill by Encinitas
Boulivard and El Camino Real. He called the hill “La canada
encina”, the hill of live ocak. Our City's name came from this
diary record. Batiquitos Lagoon was named when they stopped for
water at S5an Marcos Creek just east of the Lagoon. Near by, a
small Indian camp was seen with two small, ill children. Father
Crispi baptised them. Chrispi named the place Batigquitocs means
place of the baptised ones.

Portola did not recognize Monterey Bay from Vizcianos
description. However, they left two crosses at Monterey and after
returning to San Diego the priests and officers in San Diego






